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Re conversation at the USER SC Dinmer

When I arrived, I greeted Malil: with formality. Shortly after
" ward he came up %o me and expressed regret that he hed not bsen
abls to see me during the past two days, With great particularity
he explained the circumstances of his illness end said ho had been
under doctor's orders to stay in bed until Sat. Hs 2aid he had
violated his orders by attending his dimer. .

He proteeded to say he had received word today about Cromyket!s
talk with Kirk, in which former had expleined certain points raised
by cur AMB, .

I said T had & report sbout this, ¢ ssked Melik if there was
anything he would like %o add, He repli-d he thoughlt Oremyko hed
coverad subjects He added:t TWe ean hop: for peave,v

¥alik then volumteserad the comment “hat he ias "very sorry
sbout the breskdown of the eonference in Paris,” He sald the
Atlentic Pact was the great problem betwan our W countries., He
described it as obviously an sggrossive plan dirested against the
Soviet Union.

I replied that he had often said thic to me but that he must
be perfectly well sware the Atlantic Past was concluded only becsuse
Sov puliciss meds nesssgery 8 defencive al'lspce %o protect its
members againat the threat of aggresgion, I seid that it was my
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own perasonel experiernice that the US Senate would not have ratie-
fied the Treaty unless they had been convinced by seversl years
of experience after the war that the Sov Union was intent wpon
aggression. Their maintenance of ige armies and policy of the
Iron Curtain, building up armles in Eastern Europe and sbove all,
aggression in Korea have ereoated dsep fears of their intentions,
For US, the Atlantic Pact was the result of tension created by the
Soviet Union and we did not agres that 1t could be considered as
a cause of iension,

Malik replisd, "I would hope you would invite us to partie-
cipate in the Atlantic Pact.” I pretendad not to understand him,
He repeated these quoted words without spparent sarcasam or faoe-
tiousness.

I said wo had invited them to join the Marshall Plan but they
had refused to do so and even had made Czech change her mind, ,
Malik then went into a ritualistic song and dance sbout the "poli-
tical conditions" we had attached to the Marshall Plan, FHe insisted
with emphasis that the Sov Union had at first besn willing to join
the Marshall Plan while it seemsd to be s fair economic program
with "mutugl trade arrangements,” but when they saw we were mrying
te dominate Western Europe" with our economiec powsr they, of course,
would have nothing to do with it, I challenged his conments.

Retarning to subject of the Atlantic Past, Malik seid we were
frightened by our own propaganda, Although we talked about large
Russien armies, we never talk about ouzr own huge Navy, Air Force
and "Atom Bomb Stockpile." We say we are afraid of the Sov Union
but we keep bases near her bordsrs, On other hand, the Sov Union
has no bases near our frontiers, He was firmly convinced that w
wanted the Atlantic Pact in order to get bases in Furope, and this
proved our sggressive intentions, He could not underatand why we
were mot willing to co-exist." Instead of trying to reach an
agresmont with Scviet Union; we kep t talking about their building
up "small armies in small countrigs." At same time we ourselves
were making big armaments to add to our Navy, Air Fores and Atome
Bomb Stockplle., He waes "firmly convinoed" that the American peopls
did not approved of this course,

They did not want war any more than the Sov people wanted war,
T replied that it was extremely difficult for us to know what
the Sov people wanted, and that one of the basis causes of our fears
and suspicions was the Iron Curtain, So long as Sov maintsined a
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closed system, forbidding frec exchange of people and commnica-
tions, it could not be expected that peocple in other parts of the
world would develop confidence in Sov intentions. Moreover, so
far as I was aware, there was no capltalist Fifth Column in Moscow,
Malik replied we had the real Iron Curtain, pointing to our re-
fusal to permit artists and masiciens such as Shostakovich coming
to us,

Malik told me he was leaving on Oripshelm on July & and hoped
to have long rest, He seld he was very tired and was planning now
%o ztay in bed for soversl days, He hopsd that we might have a talk
with each other before he left 4f he found he had the opportunity.

Later in the evening I had a brief talk with Soldatov of the
Sov Del, I found him umigually affable, ss was Zinchemko who joined
u8, Soldatov insisted upon importance of ocur two countries ™underw
standing each other.,” He seid it was impossible to conceive that
we would "destroy each other,” He insisted that we make a great
nistake when we talk sbout so-called Sov plans to dominate the
world, The Sov GOVT *helieves in co-existence” and Stalin has made
this clear, Our great migtake, Soldatov sald, was to fail teo
realize that aince Stalin is head of Sitate, 115 is important to
tgonsider whaet he says now® and not what he or others may have said
many years ago. ITruman and Acheson attacked Stalin but we should -
realize Stalin has not attacked Truman and Acheson, Moreover, the
Sov Presa does not tell their pecple how much the American Prees
writes against the Sov Union, If they did, the Russian people "would
be disturbed" and would not be willing to atcept agreaements between
1 PN

At snother point during the evening, while I was talking with
Zinchenko and Quevedo, the latter brought up question of the offer
by the Govt of Ecuador of rice for shipment to Korea, Zinshenko,
with a smile, said that "soon we will have peate in Korea and it will
not ba necessary to send the ries, ,

Throughout the evening it was quite clear that Malik, Soldatov
and Zinchenko were most amlable in their gpproaches to me and in
our converaations,
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